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Title 5 Review 

(Business Taxes, Licenses and Regulations)

December 6, 2011



Intent

• Comprehensive review of Title 5 chapters

– 34 ranging  from Occupation Tax to Bingo 

Regulation  

– Last wholesale review over a decade ago 

• Address ongoing City Council/Citizen requests

– Simplify procedures

– Clarify requirements

– Facilitate added convenience 



Review Process
• Team approach 

– Engineering & Construction Management 

– Environmental Services

– Police Department

– Department of Public Health 

– Fire Department 

• Proposed changes shared with
– Respective department stakeholders

– El Paso Hispanic Chamber or Commerce & Greater El Paso Chamber 

of Commerce

– and Continuously posted on website 

• Proposed revisions approved by Financial, Internal Audit, 

Engineering/CIP & Management Services - LRC

on September 1, 2011



Mechanisms 

1) Eliminate antiquated regulations

– 19 chapters currently proposed for deletion 

2) Identify opportunities for process improvements 

– Revisit license/permit renewal terms

– Electronic submittals

3) Clean-up existing language 

– New administrative chapter

• Address inconsistencies 

• Remove redundancies 



Major Changes: Proposed Chapter Deletions

• Evaluated public health, safety purpose 

• Verified other existing regulations

– Related operational permits 

– State mandates

– Benchmarked other Texas communities 

• Relevant in today’s business climate? 



Major Changes: Chapters proposed for deletion

– 5.04 (Occupation Tax and License Fees)

– 5.12 (Amusement Devices)

– 5.16 (Appliance Dealers and Installers)

– 5.20 (Circuses, Shows, Carnivals and other similar 

exhibitions)

– 5.28 (Dancehalls and Dances)

– 5.36 (Gasoline Filling Stations)

– 5.40 (Junk Dealers)

– 5.44 (Kindergartens)

– 5.46 (Assisted Living Facilities)

– 5.56 (Messenger Services)



Major Changes: Chapters proposed for deletion

– 5.60 (Mobile Home Disclosures)

– 5.64 (Reserved)

– 5.68 (Motor Carrier Transportation Agents)

– 5.76 (Nurseries & other Businesses Selling Plants or 

Fertilizer)

– 5.88 (Private Detectives)

– 5.92 (Shoe Shining)

– 5.104 (Watchmen)

– 5.108 (Servicing Cesspools, Grease Traps and Septic 

Tanks)

– 5.112 (Bingo Regulations)



Remaining Chapters

– 5.02 (Alcoholic Beverages)

– 5.03 (Charitable Solicitations)

– 5.04 (Flea Market Operator)

– 5.05 (Public Swimming Pool Licenses)

– 5.06 (Home Occupation License)

– 5.07 (Boarding Home Facilities) 

– 5.08 (Laundries)

– 5.09 (Sexually Oriented Businesses)

– 5.10 (Tattooing and Body Piercing Licenses

– 5.11 (Motor Vehicle Dealers)

– 5.12 (Dealers in Secondhand goods, crafted precious 

metals, coin dealers and pawnbrokers) 



Remaining Chapters

– 5.13 (Security Alarms)

– 5.14 (Sign Contractor License)

– 5.15 (Vendors & Solicitors)

– 5.16 (Distribution of literature, solicitation of 

donations and other regulated activities at the El 

Paso Zoo) Will be moved to title 13



Major Changes: Process Improvements

• Extend permit/license renewal term

– Revisited all permit/license types 

• Two year term option provided

– Applies to all permit/licenses types tied to a 

fixed location

– Does not apply to vendors and secondhand 

dealers 

• Security alarms term adjusted to three years  

• Removed codified renewals dates

• Deleted late penalty subsections and related fees 



Major Changes: Clean-Up Existing Language 

• Created new chapter (5.01) to address general 

requirements

– Clarifies role of permit official as defined in 1.04.030

– Outlines a streamlined appeal process 

– Uniformly addresses:

• Fees are non-refundable

• Licenses/permits non-transferable

• Posting requirements 

– Consistent reference to established fees by budget 

resolution of the City Council (not proposed for increase)

– Grammatical/Typographical errors 



Next Steps

• Phased in implementation of February 2011 

– Allows for continued vetting process

– Sufficient notification for upcoming renewals 

– System adjustments for new term options 

– Alignment with online renewal services to be launched 

in March 

• Vendors, Flea Market Operators and Tattoo & Body Art 

chapter revisions to come forward subsequently  

– Requires additional vetting with stakeholders on 

proposed revisions

– Conforms with intent of this rewrite to streamline 

procedures



Questions/Comments
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ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT  
 

Proposed Amendments: Title 5 (Business Taxes, Licenses and Regulations) 

 
In an effort to simplify and clarify current requirements and procedures for 
the various licenses and permitted activities listed under Title 5 of the 
municipal code, several City departments recently undertook a 
comprehensive review. The primary intent of this exercise was threefold: to 
eliminate antiquated regulations, identify opportunities to improve processes 
and clean-up existing language to better reflect current procedures.  
 
Taken together, the proposed amendments look to improve customer 
services for businesses with existing renewable licenses/permits subject to 
the provisions of Title 5 and new businesses seeking a license or permit for 
their planned operation.  
 
The following summarizes the key changes proposed: 
 
1) Sections proposed for deletion 
 
The existing Title 5 ordinance consists of 34 sections ranging from occupation 
tax and license fees to bingo regulation. This array of requirements was 
revisited to eliminate any chapters that are addressed in other regulations 
and do not stem from a state mandate or compelling public health or safety 
purpose. As a result, the following sections are presently recommended for 
deletion:  
 
5.04 (Occupation Tax and License Fees) 
5.12 (Amusement Devices) 
5.16 (Appliance Dealers and Installers) 
5.20 (Circuses, Shows, Carnivals and other similar exhibitions) 
5.28 (Dancehalls and Dances) 
5.36 (Gasoline Filling Stations) 
5.40 (Junk Dealers) 
5.44 (Kindergartens) 
5.46 (Assisted Living Facilities) 
5.56 (Messenger Services) 
5.60 (Mobile Home Sale Disclosures) 
5.68 (Motor Carrier Transportation Agents) 
5.76 (Nurseries and other Businesses Selling Plants or Fertilizer) 
5.88 (Private Detectives) 
5.92 (Shoe Shining) 
5.104 (Watchmen) 
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5.108 (Servicing Cesspools, Grease Traps and Septic Tanks) 
5.112 (Bingo Regulations) 

 
2) Process Improvements 
 
In response to requests from representatives of the City Council and prior 
comments received from customers to streamline processes, procedural 
requirements are also recommended. Among them, the permit/license term 
is being adjusted to provide applicants the option to choose a two year term 
for all application types tied to a permanent location. This provides added 
convenience for license or permit holders who would like to extend their 
existing term. Please note these proposed changes will not increase fees for 
any licensed/permitted activities.  
 
3) Clean-up language  
 
Throughout the document, precision changes were made to reflect the 
consistency of procedures and to address compositional errors. This includes 
the addition of a new administrative section 5.01 (General) clarifying the role 
of the permit official (as defined in 1.04.030) and removing redundancies 
concerning refunds or the transfer of licenses/permits for new locations.  
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